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LLONG SAM LUCAS
Artist  of {Vegro Mifzs_trc:lsy

table an' bigger.
those bundles round with 'em.
body except mea! I had my bundles too,
Oh my, ves! One in each hand; one red
and one white. But they weren't more
than about two inches long.
And how he does laugh. “You couldn’t
have seen ‘em if they hadn't had color

Every-

e — on ‘em”
Foolieh? Perhaps, but sober jud
«MY GRANDFATHER'S CLOCK” SINGER LOOKS |ant tired tusmecs men roured over jut |
such foolishness when Sam Lucas in-

8ACK ON THIRTY YEARS OF LAUGHTER

spired it and carried it out

“1 jest had to see folks laugh!™ he says,
“If I came onto the stage an’ saw a man
sittin’ down in front readin’ a newspaper 1
| never reated till 1 made him stop, |
[ I'd work harder than a hricklaver to make

1nn name of Bam Luoas has been one | Whan he got to be a barber in 8t. Louis
to ~onjura with for more than thirty it was harder for him than for anvbody
yeare  There are men to-day high in ! alse to shave customers because his cli-

Everybody was lntin'T

Oh, my!”|

|
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the ranks of business, leaders in public
affairs, who will tell you that they'd rather
pave one of the great big laughs they've
had many & time with long Sam Lucas

| entale was in a chronioc state of hroad
grin. No wonder that when Callender's
Georgia Minstrelsa cams to town all |ha|
patrons of the barber shop said to Bam: |

that man laugh. An' if 1 conldn’'t have
done it ninety-nine times out of a hun-
dred, well, I'd have quit the bnsiness

I'll never forgat one time we played tlown

| " 2 East somewhere; down in Maine, 1 think
:’::\:r;:lf? That was in l:él'- w:m: l!:am |it was, Why, the show was over a littls
JORTS 01, 510 Wkt jui I &h | after 0 o'clock! We never got an encore
inch of being six feet tall, but he was 8o | ©° gingle encore, An' 1 wont down
giths .-nrlnpal.‘rod with Sam Lucas. He thin that he looked nearer aeven feet than ' ©' 0 0 B (0 ﬁ.ul;..nnm wis goln’
B &4 SIS " »'l" His face too "'_‘"“‘ and narrow, ronnd turnin® ont the lights an’ 1 saye
t's no mean praise for a negro' “a regular horse face,” he declares, and ", “What kind of a town is this, anyway?
pinstrel. The explanation is that Sam  the widest thing about him was his laugh. | . f hare dan't seem to NEEW)
1ucas is spmething more. He s a gentle- | Also it didn't seem possible that he hadn't ("¢ Peopie fere don b g en o g0
man in his instincts and his bearing. twice as many joints as mosat folks have.
He makea music and poetry—aimple both| To get a little ahead of the story, ask |
of them, hut sweet and sincers—as natu- 'any old timer if he remembers seeing Sam '
rally as he breathes. He is a born actor. Lucas catch an imaginary fly high up on a

than tike the prescription of the greatest |
dactor on earth.

“Wiy," said one of these men recently,
*the rest of his kind were only black-

“Why don't you go and be a minstrel |

* ‘They darsent,' sava the janitér.
‘When a good show comes to thia town

Finally and best of all, be has a great, piece of stage acenery. First he crouched ';" ,d”" ti ""m',r Ll 9 ':_'d F:r'.\ t‘"
rich. jovous laugh that is like a burst of against the painted wall. Then hastaalthily 1' ".'l“. mm,' e bt . '
sunshine, 'rose and rose and kept on rising, open- ,m“m ok n"?:.'.;"ﬂ ot Sar jeined the

One ought to hear S8am Lugas tell his ing up joint after joint as if he were made " ud o ARl BUIE UL o ”l 4 ‘,‘ ,,,,;,,
gtory himself. It needs his rich Virginia | of telescopes. e il

Higher and higher he of the bAL.

top.

“1 said to myecif,” he tells you. “that
I didn't have a good enough voice 1o
make any great suceess that way, So
I made up a specialty aeq and rohearss |
it with a banjo player in the company
and when we'd got it perfect 1 says o Mr
Callender that U'd got up rhis Aee and
I'd ke to pat i on if it was agroeable |
to him. 8o he said: ‘Al right, Sam;:
next matinée we play vou ean try it an’ |
see how it goes.’ !

“1. went 85> well that it tayad; staved
in the hill regularly and 1 got a raise
of salary to & a week  That wasn't
very much accordin’ to present notiona.

One year ater he wag at the

{how to clap their two hands together
nohow!' i

hut Mr. Callender paid all our expenses,
und T went on workin', though it never
was like work tome, neverinall the years
I've been at it Folks have always said
to me: ‘Sam, do vou really have as inuch
fun a8 you look like you're havin'  And
1 can tell vou honestly that if 1 ever did
g0 onio the stage feelin' kind of down

in the motth, as ‘most anybogy’s hound
to do oncee in a while. 1 never went off
feelin’ that way don't know whether
other folks had as much fun as [ did. 1)
certainly hope they did |

“Well, about a vear after 1 ioined the
show Charlie White started the White's|
Georgia Minstrela. Callender had mada |
such a hit with his that everybody hegan |

Ldilc

SAM LUCAS FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN 30 YEARS AGO.

ta imitate him, and all the t'l‘lll‘:ﬂl'\"l"-\l And right here, if you happen to be at

had a ‘Georgla’ tacked on somewhere Sam Lucas's home, he will step out into
White got our best man BRob Hipht, to go! the dining room where a !“" elock eon-
with him. but the rest of us rtuck bY capjantly occupies one corner and show
Catlender. Bob had been one of our vou just how he stoad on that long ago
ends and when he went 1 got the chanee aening, his hand resting on the table

to Well, then it wes

take his place
casy. 1 got 820 a week and was at the
top of the hill, 1 was writin’ new songs
all the time

he interrupts himself
“When I say 1 was writin’ those songs
I'm perhans givin’ you a wrong impres
sinn. | was composin’ them. words and

SAM LUCAS FROM A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH.

~cent and his irresistible laugh; his
ner of an old school gentleman and
touches of delicious mimiery. In
s01te of that accent he waen't horn down
Sauth, but in Washington Court House,
Orin, sixty-eight yeara ago last August.
Yo have to have hia word for it that it
was =0 long ago. Nothing else could
rmarka vou heliave it. When you ask
Lim how he managed to get that accent
anvwhare ‘rmtn‘:de of Dixieland he says
genially .
[ can tell you in one minute. Three
hnundred eculiud people had been
incipated and had come up ta Ohio
I was born, They were as South-
n as a cotton plantation. 1 grew up
atong em, 8o [ supposa I couldn’t help
tikin' the way they did. Tithea wera
mighty different then from what they
are now. Wa didn't have schoola. 1
used to ga across the flelda at night to
& ady that taught ma my lettera and

ma

.
Ay
baf
er

I made ant somehow to learn to read and
wrte But 1 never had any real educa
$ior

“As for musio and poetry, well! My
father ~auldn't have whistled a tune if it

had n&t him his lifa. But ha did love
e s netwithatandin'. My mother usad
tosing vt 'twas only like this, vou know *
Arnd woaving back and forth in good old
Car witing fashion, Sam sings:
4 lawd -He -sent—His  an - gel
Vo
Moy omy how waell | ramamber it. The
f we had was a sort of tin trough
" srocaa i it and a wick hangin' ont
A wnd ' With his irrepressibla in-
o

arting everything out, Sam
rewspaper, indicatos tha wick,
prats teaide him, and settles himself,
"M i wav: ‘Naow, then, you chillen,
tthar an' hehave yo'selves. 1'm
knittin'. My Lawd! 1
ot dis hyar knittin' done las’
Hea reaches for a glove lving on a
r him and "knita” with such per-

Ev o my

fist iery that the whole scene comes
D vl Then he hegins a droning
da wmn.  Ona line, another, the
¥ ma maore slowly, his head droops,
e oow cloms. Mammy is aslesp.  But
: ~ns with a start
tin' straight at uam children too!'"
Wi s sam. "An we gittin' there not
ity to smile, though we'ra almost
r vith laugh insida. An' then sha
b caint 'De Lawd - He sant L)
mammy dozes and again ahe
b v 11l acousing oves fixed on her |
O g she wavea her knitting at the
b ckaninnies,
"Wrat vou chillen settin' dar fo'? Git
’t. € it o hyar! Yo' go out an' pick up
laigha his big joyous laugh over
the recolleetion, and so do you; for
e

#11 There is tha secret of Sam Lucas's

power. He has gone through life laugh-
15g, and he has never had to laugh alone.
-

on the title page a picture of Sam 1 uens

gfter o while 1 found
n with the nther ghows

while 1 wae

he aavs.  “You ses
that the lecding n
were getting 8100 4
getting only 820, =0 1 left My
and went with the Hyers Nisters
of the top o' the wave!
rode then are 1 thonght I'd al-|
wava he ridin'. My pockets were full of |
money an’ 1 thought there'd always be |
more where that came from

Wk
Callender
Talk
That's where l;

and wi

tretched, till his audience thought he M#07¥ clothes as the King «f England has, |

& lien

: X ' . s he can't aunt hi ther 5

would never stop.  And when he finally |40 !hr\. n;\\ :’. o \ s there's
no utmost extension, standing 8 Mmany ol @i y :

did reach his utmost extension anding “I thought T eould do apything! An' 1

on tiptoa of his long feat, with his long |
arm and his long fingers almost up to the
real stage flien, he looked as if he could
tickle a giraffe under the chin. Sam

pretiy rearly conld ton. Why, I'd ought
| ta heen killed for anme o’ the things | did
1 remember ane time in Joston when 1

after Sam had written to offer his services, | think it's great. It must bo great just
sent word to the aspiring harber to meet | hecanae you do it.  An’ 8o, wWhen my turn
the show at Leavenworth, Kan., promis. | Would come, it was jest— walk onto the
ing him a trial at $4 a week. He was 1o 8tage! ‘Hi!" says the audience; 'it's Sam
; an!' it wae autin® after th
sing in a quarteite, and as he had already | [1cas!" and it was 1l shoutin' after that
hegun to make up songs on his own ac-| ! remember my gong that time was like
count he took some of these along with |this: _
him. How kind to his wife (s the young married
" 0 ’ man,
An' maybe I waan't proud 7'";1" I had When hia mother<in-law Is at oma!
my first rohurul. the rest 10 the eom- |\ "hic qutet hehas for his comrades Al rin,
pany nitltmg out in the regular seats an When Lis mother-in-law is at home
wmphl:dm:‘rh\(;:r::'rrl)rdt'!::d r:::h':n:ll::‘ *And then I forgot what came next!
arrang i b ‘{801 just went on:
:"l:f‘}:\::l&nﬂf:"::":g I'lllrr""l'r‘-l‘ﬂy i;r::;':f'?::: Whaht-ll-whm-hrt el md-er-st-munst-an
1 , - i 1 ns i) o'
atand up Imi"ng the archeatra an' hum & When his mother-in-lng is st hom
“Teadle dee dea dae, Tumty tum ty tum ' “And 8o on. | ";'“M .'" :l'l. s l'l'”l".!
' A But- it waa Bam lLuecas wy  didn’t
An ld'h'nt}l'. hnrl;ldﬂ‘l rnm;: myl teh.--nrn.! I know or care what 1did. Al they wanted
;:‘l:!' n::dgi:ro a::hm‘:\l?h-r";;t' n:a::?:z was to see me— and Leuppose Freally was

o a sight. I didn't often pley tricks like
,?‘,ﬁ:::.‘,':,"r!- That fellow must he some- that one though I had a new song 8o
1 ;

often perhaps I was bound to forget ane

He waan't really great at singing. At
rhile, 1 suppose the most
least he hadn't & wonderful voice, Byt |0nc® I # wh _ay ‘My Girand
he had something much better. He famous song I ever sang wag "My Girand-

father's Ciock.” And it's the song 1
didn't get eredit for either.  Tdon't be
liesve the true story of that songisknown
to many people.

“It was written when 1 was with the

could make up words that went to the
hearts or the funny bones of an audi-
ence. And he cauld make up melodies
that haunted their memories. He hag

sEvAty) dsores of Sonse lo h.l.s ’.lm‘.”, & Hyers Sisters and this was how it hap
vouu have ever hummed *“My Grand- . 1 was here in New York and
3 " " : S v ore h O 0 )
father's Clock” ™

you have repeated a
melody which firet sang itself in Sam
Lucas's imagination. If you have ever
sald “Fvery day'll be Sunday by and
by" you have echoad a song Sam Lucas
wrote. If you have said “Carve dat pos-
sum!™ you have him to thank for the
phrase. ¢

He could write songs apd sing them; he
could dance; he could wear the funniest
clothes on the stage. He was the first
comedian to appear with a hat not much
larger than a collar button, perched on
one corner of his long head. He could

went around ope day to gee a man named
Henry . Waork, the man that wrote *Wake,
Nicodainus!'
he pulled out a paper and said:  Here,
sam; hers's the first verse for a song. 1
wrote this ane but 1 can't seem to make
anvthing more ont of it.  Maybe you
can,' 1t wam the first verse of ‘My
Girandfather's Clock.’

My grandfather's clock was too tall for the

shelf,
8o it stood ninety vears on the floor

It was taller hy half than the old man him-

d . self

devise funny lhun:neu that made yon Though It weighed not a pennyweight
laugh hecause it was just sg plain foaolish. o na
v One of the programmes in which he Was | 1 wus honght on the morn of the day that
afterward at the top of the list was divided he was horn

inth two parta.
formera, who were all
t the usual plantation stunts.
“But we wanted to make the sacond
| paht refined,” says Sam, “an’ of cohse we
(had to have some explanation of how
all the plantation darkies could get edu-
cation. Bo T hit on the plan of sendin’
'em to Canada fo' that purpose. The
tend of the first act showed us all ready
to start north. Bundles! You never

In the first the per
negroes, did

And was alwavs his tregsnare
But it stopped short, ne
When the old mnn died

and pride
erto gonanin,

“1 read it and took 1t away with me,
but 1 didn’t do anything with it for some
time. Then one morning when we were
out on the road | got up from the break-
fast table at the holel where we wore
stopping and as | turned around there
in the corner stood a regular grand-
father's clock just like the one in the
verse Mr. Work had given me.”

saw such big bundles—as big as that

I had a8l gy it stopped ~shor

e & ¢ BONE o . when the ; ]
Lcas's fiyeatching is a tradition of stage | had a new . 'Lh “-\ \-‘-l\-hl; n' li'l:,‘.- v :‘ {it aa his but with my pieture on the front
funny husiness. | people :‘” ‘:“ :"l“r “};d, ‘.l Ddasihe r'li |of it, a picture of me standin' with my
5 o £ ¢ (4] LH > | ' >
It was in 1873 that Charlie Callender, | why. it don’t m 4 ® U leibew on a big grandfather's clock. No.

Just as 1 was about to leave |

while ha looked the old timepiece over
and imagined its story. He wrote the
twa other vergeg—one telling how the |
clock was the old man’'s servant; it never |
wakted time, there wis never a frown on '
it& face, its hands never hung by ita side
and all that it asked at the end of the

|
|

music both, Buat 1 coauldn’t write the week was to be wound up for another
seorea down. L'd sing them to A man geven davse work. The lagt verse wase
that knew how to put the notes down  tha one that deseribed the old man'z
Bt they were my ronges, publishca over death

my name ind ke brings out a “You know,® savs Sam. “that folks are !
pile of sheet music most < f them naving  syperatitions when a elock strikesa more

than it ought to. They think it's a bad

vaaplendent in frocl coat. cewolled gearf- | gign; somebody geoin' to die. So [ wraote
pin and low w it He regards it ghout the alarm ringin' when it had heen ‘ s
half wistfuily, hall satirically dumb for ninety yvears. An' tha neigh-!
“That'a the Sam lLucas that the '1(‘."1 bors all said — jest what they would have
he was almost the bigeost mun onearth,  said if they'd been tha neighbors I'd

known: they said death was comin’ fo |
that house. An' the clock struck twenty -
four-that meant the whole round of a
life, vyou see- and then it stopped. And
the old man died. Remember the chorus? |

Ninety vears without alumbering |
Tick, tock! tick, tock!
His life seconds numbering,
Fick, 1ock, tick, tock!
never 1o go again,
died

“1 alwavs loved that chorus ® and Sam
picksa up a guiter end sings it softly, deli- |
ately, lovingly  “Yes, | wrote that and
I wrote the music. | mean | made it up
Yes, just exactly as it goea. 1 took the |

When the old «man

| song back to Mr. Work and he published |

| I never gota cent for it, exeopt that I had |
ia hig suceeas singin' it before an dy
i else did. The rovalties Mr. Work recéived
from that seng amounted to thousands
of dollars "

If Bam Lucas had not already heen
famous the singing of that song would
| have made hir #go. He had imitators by
i the geore And then in 1878 he turned
another leaf in his carear, He beeame
i the first co'ored man to play the part of
{ I'nele Tom. first with A company in Cin- |
| cinnati. then for a month with a first class
| rompany in Boston.  He went an the road !
with this company, playing among other |
placesa in Mre Harriet Beecher Stowe's |
homa town  Mrs, Stowe witnessed 1hnl
performance and wrote to the manage- |

ment gaving that Sam Lucas came nearer |
|to portraying her idea of I'nele Tom than |
{any other actor ahe had seen in the past I
I “The troubls with most white actors,”
{saya 8Sary earnestly, "is that they play
| U'nele Tam like they would play Hamlel
or King Richard  They make him |
straighten himself up an’ look his marster
in tha eve an’ say at the top of his voies
1 You may kill me if you like! But I won't |
| do this thing! No! Never!"' Why,” and |
!S.rm shekes his head gently and nmilu.ql
with the pssurance of knowledge, “slaves
didn't talk that way to their marster,
shontin' defiance and proclaimin’ what
they wouldn't do, as if they were mayin'
| they were just as good or hetter than their
marster "

And then he showa you ['nele Tom as
he should ba played, and you mhm-rihn|
on tha spot v Harriet Beecher Stowe's
verdiot

“Yes," he muses, “it does seem wonder-
ful when 1 look back now an’ think how |
jest a few years made such a4 mighty fine |
feathered bird out of me, I'll never for- ‘
get the first time 1 went back to Washing- ‘
ton Court House after 1'd got to the top
o' that wave T waa tellin' you about.
Clothes! You never saw such clothes as ||
had on! An' 1 guess averybody from
miles around was at the deppo to see what
| was like, White folks, too. My, yes!|
1 guess there was more white folkathan
black there, An'they crawded round me |
#0 I thought 1'd never get uptown without |

?

|
|

havin'my fine clothes torn of me. They'd
call out:
“‘Sam! Don't you ‘memhar how [

used to han’ you bread an’ jam over lhei
back fence? Don't you 'member, Sam?' |
“An' when 1 got home to my mother

she'd sit an’ look at me an' say:

L

| aid
| vour eves aa he gete up and bulwarks

* ‘S8on, how come you fo' to do it any-
way?'

“And I'd tell her about the barber shop
an’ how the minstrels came and so on.
An’ then she'd say:

“ ‘An' you say you done wrote all dem
songe. No. I don’ want ter heah dem.
My lan'! All dem songs! Well, you might
jus’sing me one of 'em. jes’ oneof 'em.’

“But it waen't always like that. The
colared preachers used to call me ‘de
debbil’ and warn everybody not to come
near our show. [ always used to go to

‘hureh on Sunday an' many ‘s the time the
nreacher has leaned over the pulpit and
{Sam puts the preacher before

mime=eif behind a chair instead of a pulpit]:
Mah hredren, de debbil is hyar in our
midst disa’ mawnin'. Not cawntent wid

| n-pendin’ notice dat he was a-comin', he

hyar himself, a-settin' in our midst '
“An' me.” laughs Sam, ‘bein’ there with
the intention of givin' them not less than
two dollars!”

Oh, oh, och! how S8am laughs! And how
belore you know {t, you find yourself
laughing as if You were a whole year's
mirth in arrears. What are you laughing
at? Oh-—well-and then you look again

| at this long gentlaman in waiting on the

8pirit of Fun; and he laughe; and a person
might as well be asked why he gets the
smallpox or the grip as for you to be
asked why you laugh when Sam Lucas
does, Not that it's all hilarity with him.
He iaTull of kindliness, generous and affec-
tionate recollections of people with whom
he has been associated. Back jn the early
days of his career, whan he was with the
Callender show, the "three Frohman boys"
were with it, too. '

“Daniel, the oldest,” says Sam, “waa our
advance agent, (ius was—well, he did
a good many thinge: he used to bill the
town, take tickets and so on. And Charlie,
he was a little boy then; jest & boy, you
know. that used to run errands an' do 'most
nm-“’ime odd job. He was a sort of favor-
ite with me an' many's the time ['ve taken
him to my room an' seen to it that he
looked nice to go into the dinin' room,
I'd look him over an’ I'd say: 'No, no!
that collar ain't cledn enough. We gotta
put on a bran’ clean one!' You know how
bovs are about things like that, An’
when his hair neaded cuttin' I'd do it,
becaure you ree | was a barber, Times
certainly have changad, haven't they?"
says Sam, with this time a little amile,
mnt the big, contagious laugh.

When you ask him in what part of the
country he has found the warmest wel-

[ come, he hardly knowe what to say. Now,

there's the middle West,
had out there! He wrote a song one time
called “And We Ought to Be Thankful
for That," When theshow would reach a
town Sam would pick up some item of local
intereat and before night he would have
a new versa tn that song, He atruck one
Indiana town where the bank cashier,
who had posed as particularly plous, had
recently akipped to Canada with the hank
funds. That night 8am's loeal verse told
about “our bank cashier” and ended:

He's skipped with the boodle

Hut he'a left us the bank

And we onght to ha thankful for that'

Well, welll Everybody in town that
wasn't already at the show thought there
was a riot when the applause hroke loose.

What fun he's

| That's the way the middle West took to

sam. But he didn't have to go out there
to find friends. He played in Boston
nineteen straight years without going
outside the town! And he went to England
and stayed seven years over there,

“And 1 never lost a day.” says Sam,

In modern glang, that's some record,
When it was made he was plaving in
“variety" companies which later were
known as vaudeville. In the earlier days,
when he was with the Georgia Minstrels
and the Hyers Sisters, there was just one
part of the country where they wore put
to inconvenience, ‘That was the South.
There they couldn't stay at hotels but had
to be distributed among the colored folks

living in the town, In later years this
difficulty was overcome by taking a

‘zl],mc'llﬂ car and living in that, Southern

audiences were all right, The white
folks let the colored people have both
the gallery and the balcony on such occa-

0“\“& other times." says Bam, “colored
folks had to be ulieﬂe(ly with the gallery.”

'
— ———

New 2York HPd/ﬂte Du/} to Tea

Lots of It Drunk Here, but the Finer RQualities
Somewhar Neglected-- Points for the Tea Buyer
‘g . .y

Tea drinking has hecome so much'more | from ping pong. 1t “takes a better roll
general in this country within the last ten | and has a cleaner appearance.” In other
| years that the new law forbidding the im- | words, it looke pretty, so they buy .
‘pomtlon of colored varieties of tea has | It has been eapectally popularin the South,

caused greater interest than would have  where tea was for years a neglected bev-

{ been possible in the ‘pos. It is still true
ithat most tea drinkers know next to

 nothing about what they are drinking.
' They will swallow almost any amber '

erage. It is only recently that the South-
ern States have taken an appreciable
quantity of good tea judged from ite
cupping quality

|oolnrod liquid provided it is poured out It is rather intetesting, by the way,
| of & teapot. that certain tastes prévail in certain seo-
| Nine-tenths of them so disguise the|tioms. New York, for instance, prefers
| flavor, if there is any, with rum or lemon | black teas, especially Formosas, which
j or both that it would be almost a crime | come under the general head of Oolongs.
{to give them flne tea anyway. They | The expertsa come about as near to ad-
i know three or four names, and if they | mitting a preference for Formosa tea
| ask for anything in particular they men?| as they allow themselves to sxpress.
{ tion one of these names. |  The one quoted above describes it as
! Apparently they think that if they ask | “delicate in flavor and easily the most
| tor English breakfast tea or Ceylon tea ! fragrant of teas.” Fopchow Oolongs
| they are exhibiting the discrimination | have a delicate cup, but less body than the
of a connolsseur. They do not seem to| Formosas. It is evident that one person
realize that “English breakfast” it & trade | might prefer Foochows and another For-
| name for Congo teas and that theee are moeaa. It depends on the person's own
lof many grades and can be hought at | taste.
| from 30 cents a pound ‘up. The thm!’l Up-state New York buys more Japan
i centkind is just as much an English break- | teas than any other kind. 8o do the West
fast as the one that costs ten times a8 | and the Northwest. Most of the New
| much. | England States take the black teas. The
i The experts will be only too glad if the | Southern States have used almost ex-
American people can be roused to correct | clusively the green teas until recent years.
| this ignorance. The more farseeing of | Now they are gradually changing to
| them welcome the new law with its es- | plack.
' tablishment of official standards because India teas, which are popular in Eng-
| they believe that it will result in raising | Jand, are just winning & foothold.
{the quality of tea used in the United | The better grades are said to have both
| Statee. | body and aroma. They are called the
{ There are two ways of judging teas.! “Burgundy of teas,” because they are
'One is by what the experts call etyle. | rich and heavy. Probably that is the rea-
| The other, in their phrase, is by the Cup- | gon the English almost invariably take
| ping quality. The two do not always g0| sream In their tea.
' together and it is a fact that many Amer-| (Ceylon teas, on the other hand, are

|ican housewives buy their tea chiefly | delicate and seem to have some peculiar
because it has style.

| Style means color and form. The

! affinity for lemon or rum. They as well

| leaves are prettily rolled and of & pleasing |

‘tint. To secure this alluring shade it has

' been the custom of the exporters to add |
coloring or facing matter, making a glossy |

| tinted leaf.

For instance, there is one

as the India teas are divided into grades
known as Broken Orange Pekoe, Orange
Pekoe, Pekoe and Pekoe-Souchongs.
Thesa are trade names, it must be under-
stood. Orange Pekoe tea may come from
Ceylon or it may come from Assam or

]diﬂl"lct in Japan which produces, as one | Darjeeling in India. The original Orange

j expert says, “the most stylish teas coming | pekoe, which was a China tea, does not
from that country; but they lack fine cup- | exist in this country to-day.
ping quality, the liquor very often being | These grades are classified according to
grassy in flavor.” | the tip and the fineness of the leaf, the
| Possibly it is from some of these stylish | Broken Orange Pekoe being the finest
varieties that the beverages are brewed | and the Souchongs the coarseet.
which drive consumers to declare that| Apd yot here again the person who
they taste as if made of hay. With tea hyys simply on style may be mistaken.
coloring no longer allowed this matter | For the experts declare that it is mislead-
of atyle in appearance will not cut somuch | jng to judge either the Ceylon or the
figure. And if in addition housewives [ndia teas by the Pekoe tips, as many of
can be taught to study the cupping quali- | the coarse leaf teas possess the finest
| tles of various teas they, will be surprised | aavors. And there are the Packlums
{to find how badly they have managed, (sne of the Bouth China Congous, the
their tea buying in the past. { lower grades of English breakfast), which
It would be a revelation to them to sit ,ra described as “the most stylish in ap-

down at the testing tahle of an expert
tea buyer. Perhapa they have been drink-
ing something they have barely tolerated.

pearance of all China black tea, the leaf
being small and evenly made. The bet-
ter grades show many white tins. They

Yet the tea taster, with his array of steam- f are handsome, but lack body and charac-
ing cups, may find one that holds real| ¢ar » Apparently it is true among teas
delight for them. Which one it would| 4 among human beings that “handsome
be depends on the woman. Ask any expert | |g as handsome does.®
what is the best tea and he will reply | The real tea lover has a rather tolerant
without A moment's hesitation that it i8 | o ntempt for what are known as scented
entirely a matter of taste. | teas. The fragrance is not natural but
Unless some enterprising grocer installs | ;4 imparted hy flowers, seeds or roots.
a tea tasting table for the education of his| 1, sama districts thess are placed with
customers the best thing for the housewife | sha tea while it is being fired and after-

to do is to buy a dozen samples of teas
and conduct a tasting experiment of her
own. B8She must brew a dozen cups simul-
taneously. one from each sample. She
must &ip a apoonful from each in turn.

Then let her scoop out with her apoon
the leavea at the bottom of the cup and
hold them elose to her nose‘to get the
aroma. Why, there are teas that smell
scaroaly more alike than roses and vio-
lets do! And just as one person prefers
rosea to violeta, so there is some one tea
that will be the most pleasing to each
individual.

Thia is the only really satiafactory way
of finding the one best brand for your
personal taste. It can't be done half so
well, and certainly not half so quickly.
by trying half a pound of one kind and
then half a pound of another and then
half a pound of another, and &0 on indefin-
itely. By the time one reaches the fourth
kind one wouldn't be able to remember
how the first tasted.

Of course one needn't run through the
whole list of teas. There are scores of
brands. One can huy tea for 25 cents a
pound or one can pay $8 a pound for it
The most popular brands sell at rotail
for from 60 centa to $1 a pound.. There
are certain main distinctions tHat every
tea drinker shoula learn, ana in learning
theee heswill probably arrive a. a decigion
as to his own choice of brand.

There usea to be an impression that all
green teas wera colored and all black
tean were uncolored. That was nor cor-
rect. There were uncolored green teas
and there were “faced” hlack teas. But
there waa some foundation for that im-
presaion.

Most of the colorea teas Were green
teas. Many of them were the cheaper
grades which were colored ana faced 1o
cover up their defects, There witl be no
more of that under the new law. That
ia why the aealera hope that people are
going to learn at laat to buy tea for its
quality, not for its appearance in the
package.

Japan teas will be. most affected by the
new law, Japan's and some of the China
tena. The pan fired Japan teas will now
lonk like what have heen known to the
trade 28 sun dried, having an olive green
shade. Pingauey gunpowder wi'l be diil
gray. It was a bright green.

These Pingaueva, by the way, are a
good example of the mistaken prineipl:
on which many Americans have bought
tea. They form one of the two general
varietian of China green teas, the other
being the Moyunes. This ix the way they
are described by an expert y

“Movune ana Pingsuey teas are aividea
inio gunpowder, imperial, Young Hyson
and Hyson ekin; the different names de-
noting the styie and make of the leaf,
Refore the new law wen. into effect Ping-
sueys were bright green and Moyvunes a
dn|i gray, In the future the Movunes
will retain this color and the Pingaueys
will be more like them

“The latter will still take a betior rall
and have a cleaner appearance, rn-pm'inlly
inthe lower grades: but the Moyvunes have
maore character, bady and flavor in the cup
However, Honchows (Rimilar but a finer
variety than first crop Pingsuc€s) ana
first crop Pingsueys are quite delicate in
the cup and far outelass the later Ping-
rueys, which hecome quite metallic in the
drink.” :

These are the distinctions which com-
petent housewives ought to be finding
out for themselves, bur probably not
one in hundred of them knows Pingsuey

ward are separated by sifting. Generally
the scenting material is spread over the
tea when it is ready for packing, one
pound of blossoms to a hundred pounds
of tea, and allowed to remain for a dav.
Then it is removed and the chest of tea
is fastened up.

Flowery Pekoe is an example of thess
scented teas. Itisa white, velvety tipped
leaf and is used for “styling” other teas.

“These varieties have little merit in the
cup,” sayvs the expert, “being without hody
or character. They ara used chiefly for
blending in black teas, and even then
ahould he used eparingly, perhaps ona
pound of scented to twenty of the black.”

Not only does each country and each
district of each country produce a tea
peciliar %o iteelf, but the different pick-
ings from the same bushes are unlike.
Only the voung terminal leaves are taken.
These are nipped off by hand, three or
four at a time. They are not picked until
a plant is about five veara old. Then
they are collected, generally three times
a year, until the bush loses its vitality.

In China the first picking ia in April
ar May and as a rule produces the beat
tva  The second comes a month or two
iater and ie the largest crop. The third
i® in August or September and is inferior
1o the other two .

In India and Ceylon, owing to the eli-
mate, there are from twelve to sixteen
pickings running thmuﬂh the whole
vear The Oolongs. unlike the other
("hina teas, ara beat in the second picking,
the summer crop. And the autumn
picking is hetter than the third pickings
of ather varietias

Java teas, grown by the Duteh from
soeds imported into Java from India and
Covlon, have not made much headway
in this country. They are graded in
the same way as Indla's and Ceylon's,
England is the chief market for Java
teas. used there for blending with
Indias and Cevions. The medium and
lower grades are considered as com-
paring favorably with the same class
of Indias and Ceylons, but the higher
grados are not equal to thosa of the parent
stneks

he expert who has been quoted
thronghout thir article gives the follow-
ing rule for telling to which of the three
gl*nr\l'ui classes tea M‘-Inngs'
$°If vou find, after steeping your tea
for ebout five minutes, that the leaves
are of A hrownish shade it is a black tea.
If they are wholly greenieh it is a green
it if they are greenish only in
the middle and brown around the margins
s en Oolong

“The quality should be judged entirely
on the cup. At a given price a hetter
cupping tea can he gttained  without
style, as etyle adds to the market value
without adding to the eup merit. There
are hetween 200 and 300 cups of tea to the
ponnd; ®o that at 81 a pound a cup of
tea coets less than half a cent.”

In New York, according to thadealers,
public taste is slowly being aducated to
appreciate and to demand a hetter quality
of tea. The quantity used has increasegd
immensely within the past decade.

Ton veirs ago A 1éa room venture was
pretty nearly a foregone failure, Now a

rouna Fifth avenue is
roomes anid moat

:r‘rrt‘mn mw*nnnl a pans
airly spatterad with
of lIYnn! manage to keap going.  Half a
dozen hotels have elnhorate arternoon
tea arrangements, and r'hﬂrm and even
officas v sel P A BRMOVA

ﬂ_ln\f‘;r.:‘:‘l‘....n tea I‘mmmn imevitable when
the dinner hour passed tha 7 o'clock
mark. When that function--of dinner -
crept up to R o'clock, afternoon tea he-
came the life saving lgmnm'tinn which it
ix in England. Bn New Yorkers have
jumped the quantity of tea they drink
to a pretty high figure, while they have
remained almost indifferant, at any rate
humbly nneamplaining, as toitaquality,

That tea tasting table at the grocer a
would help a lot, Failing that, it would
he a fino thing if a programme with the
motto, “Every housgewife her own t€a
taster!” cnuld{m inaugurated.



